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This pack gives and overview of Youth, Children and Families’ work 
that has gone on over recent years. As you will see we have a good 
history of youth and children’s work, but we would like to be more 
consistent, maintaining a high level of engagement with our 
youngsters and families for years to come. 
 
Recent changes: 
 
During the recent pandemic we have struggled to keep our Youth and 
Children’s work going. We are seeking to develop and move forward in 
this essential work. 

 
Youth Alpha 
At the end 2019 we ran a Youth Alpha Course for 9 of our youngsters. 
This continued as a Life Group well into the lockdown via Zoom.  
 
Open the Book 
We now have a great team of volunteers going into the local schools 
to share and act out Bible Stories – This has continued during 
lockdown via Facebook not only reaching primary age youngsters, but 
their parents as well.  
 
School Assemblies 
We have good relationships with Ash Green Primary academy and 
Trentham Academy (Secondary). Both schools have been opening up 
to us going in with regular assemblies at Ash Green and occasional 
input at the secondary school. During lockdown online occasional 
assemblies for Ash Green have continued and we look forward to 
being able to reconnect with Trentham Academy. 
 
The following pages have been taken directly from the Parish Profile 
and recent APCM reports… 
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The children and youth 
work has been the 
responsibility of a 
number of people; 
recently, it has been run 
by a team of committed 
and enthusiastic 
volunteers. These 
volunteers keep their own 
walk with the Lord fresh 
through life group membership 
and regular integration in the main church 
gatherings. The primary aim of our children’s work is for the 
children to encounter Jesus for themselves and for them to have an 
expectation of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 
 

Trekkers (age 3 – 11) 
There have been two age bands within this group, children aged 3 – 6 and aged 
7 – 11. Trekkers meet term time during the 11am service. Activities are Bible 
based, great fun and nurture the children as they begin their faith journey.   
Typical attendance 12 to 20 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

As I ‘share the Love of Jesus’ with 
the children, I learn as much as they 
do, I’m awestruck by the children’s 
developing faith…. Oh and I have 

lots of FUN! 
 

Member of Trekkers Team 
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In Transit (11- 16) 
As well as meeting together to develop their own journey with the Lord, these 
members enjoy working with the younger groups and taking part in family 
services from time to time. We encourage this age group to serve in church 
whether leading worship or helping out with AV or leading prayers. When we 
return to church there will be a large group at the lower end of this age range. 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basement (Secondary age youth club) 
Basement 
Following the refurbishment of the basement, we had a new approach to the 
Friday Night Youth group where we are more intentional about sharing the 
Love of Jesus. We now have a time to learn more about God and an 
opportunity the young people to share and pray about their week. Prior to 
Covid the number of youngsters regularly attending were between 28 and 34, 
predominantly from non-church families. This was the report from the leader 
in 2020: God has blessed us at The Basement: Volunteers are up. Kids are up. 
God keeps turning up. 

Jesus said “Let the children come”.  
 

I’m just trying to give them one way 
to come to encounter Him. 

 
Leader of the Basement 
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This year has been superb. We have focused on Seeking the Heart of God, and 
Preaching the Authentic Gospel, so that the kids that attend can learn who God 
is, what He is like, what Jesus did, etc. Why? So that one day (maybe today, 
maybe in 20 years) they can make their own minds up about whether they 
want to ask Him to come into their lives; in today’s world they often don’t get 
to learn about these things at school or home anymore. The Team would really 
struggle to verbalise just what a privilege it is to have a large group of mainly 
teenagers sit and listen intently to bible stories and contemplate what they 
may mean. The wonderful videos produced by The Bible Project have been such 
a blessing in covering lots of information in an engaging way. (If you’ve never 
seen them, have a look. They’re superb. Just Google “The Bible Project”.) 
We regularly see numbers in the high 20s and achieved our record high of 33 
attendees in January. Only 3 of them are Christian (yet!). How blessed are we 
that we get to speak about our amazing God to so many people every week! 
Each week at 6.45pm we (pardon the pun) religiously sit down as a Team and 
ask God to be with us, to allow us the privilege of sewing seeds, to help us have 
fun (& energy!), and for the kids to be safe. To date he hasn’t let us down. 
So, as the kids’ numbers grow, we need to continue to expand our Team. The 
Team are a great bunch. Some play games, some chat with the kids, some sell 
the tuck, and some lead our bible sessions - so if you’d like to volunteer there’s 
something to suit your skill set. It’s a great place to be. If you can commit to 
even just 1 Friday night per month, speak to Jon Mueller (07926 339647) and 
arrange to come along and have a look. If you can’t volunteer, please keep The 
Basement’s Team & kids in your prayers.  
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Little Stars 
Little Stars is the name given to our successful toddler group; it provides an 
exciting Christian environment for forty preschool children with parents, 
grandparents or carers, primarily from within the parish, to meet together 
once a week in the main body of the church. 
The group is led by a team of experienced and committed volunteers who all 
share the vision of sharing the love of Jesus with mainly unchurched families. 
The weekly programme includes child-centred worship songs, a Bible-based 
drama or similar activity and relevant crafts. 
With the aim of further developing relationships with the families, the group 
also hosts other events – such as candlelit suppers for the parents when 
husbands/partners are encouraged to come along, too. 
Little Stars is recognised as being a congregation in its own right; the challenge 
is to find ways to engage with the whole family. 

 

 
  

I love Little Stars – it’s so good to be 
able to relax together, knowing that 
the children are safe. I like having an 

organised structure, too. 
 

Little Stars Mum 
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